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Abstract : Historically, the social model of disability has played a pivotal role in bringing rights discourse into the disability
debate. Against this backdrop, the paper explores the conceptual alignment between the social model’s account of disability
and the nature of rights. Specifically, the paper examines the possibility that the social model conceptualizes disability in a way
that aligns with the nature of  rights and thus motivates the invocation of  disability rights.  Methodologically,  the paper
juxtaposes the literature on the social model of disability, primarily the work of the Union of the Physically Impaired Against
Segregation in the UK and related scholarship, with theories of moral rights. By focusing on the interplay between the social
model of disability and rights, the paper provides a conceptual explanation for the rise of disability rights. In addition, the
paper sheds light on the nature of rights, their function and limitations, in the context of disability rights. The paper concludes
that the social model’s conceptualization of disability is hospitable to rights, because it opens up the possibility that there are
duties that correlate with disability rights. Under the social model, disability is a condition that can be eliminated by the
removal of social, structural, and attitudinal barriers. Accordingly, the social model dispels the idea that the actions of others
towards disabled people will have a marginal impact on their interests in not being disabled. Equally important, the social
model refutes the idea that in order to significantly serve people's interest in not being disabled, it is necessary to cure bodily
impairments, which is not always possible. As rights correlate with duties that are possible to comply with, as well as those that
significantly serve the interests of the right holders, the social model’s conceptualization of disability invites the reframing of
problems related to disability in terms of infringements of disability rights. A possible objection to the paper’s argument is
raised, according to which the social model is at odds with the invocation of disability rights because disability rights are
ineffective in realizing the social model's goal of improving the lives of disabled by eliminating disability. The paper responds to
this  objection  by  drawing  a  distinction  between  ‘moral  rights,’  which,  conceptually,  are  not  subject  to  criticism  of
ineffectiveness, and ‘legal rights’ which are.
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