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Abstract : The conservation community has been increasingly promoting the concept of ecological connectivity towards the
prevention and mitigation of landscape fragmentation. Many tools have been proposed for this purpose in not only Europe, but
also around the world. Spatial planning for building connectivity, however, has many problems associated with the complexity
of ecological processes at spatial and temporal scales. Furthermore, on the ground implementation could be very difficult
potentially leading to ecologically disastrous results and waste of resources. These problems, on the other hand, can be avoided
or rectified as more experience is gained with implementation. Therefore, it is the objective of this study to document the
experiences gained with connectivity planning in Turkish landscapes. This paper is a preliminary review of the conservation
initiatives and projects aimed at protecting and building ecological connectivity in and around Turkey. The objective is to scope
existing conservation plans, tools and implementation approaches in Turkey and the ultimate goal is to understand to what
degree they have been implemented and what are the constraints and opportunities that are being faced.
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