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Abstract : Traveling abroad for British citizens in the eighteenth century was usually performed for two reasons. The first
major form was for administering the expanding realm of the British Empire and its need for officials in governing the natives
and facilitating the work of business companies. The other form of travel was for pleasure and involved a manifestation of
wealth. This form of travel was a prelude for the modern industry of tourism and usually involved a tour of Europe and the
Mediterranean. In both forms of travel the British encountered a myriad of cultures. Travel had fostered a sense of pride and
confirmed an ethnocentric view of British superiority, but it also brought a critical self-examination of belonging to a colonial
empire that thrives on the weaknesses of other nations. Women writers in particular have sought in the travels a kind of self-
exploration of the nature of social patriarchy in a diversity of cultures. Both Lady Elizabeth Craven in A Journey through the
Crimea to Constantinople (1789) and Lady Mary Wortley Montagu in Embassy Letters (1716-1718) have observed the culture
of the Ottomans and then pursued to reflect on the social role of women in England.
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