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Abstract : The amount of solid waste increases each year as a result of population growth, urbanization and economic
expansion; however, there was little public cooperation in the segregation of solid waste due to the lack of awareness. This
study aims to encourage all sectors in the community to participate in the development of a suitable model to reduce
environmental waste by emerging the cultural context that bares a close relationship with Buddhism through faith and merit-
making. The monks, involving stakeholder in the entire waste management system, help publicize the campaign on Buddhist
holy days, religious ceremonies and they also teach people to be responsible for the garbage problem in the community. As for
the garbage brought for merit-making, they are sold and the money is used to help build the pavilion. It was found that people
can separate recycled garbage and the amount of solid waste slightly decrease. The results obtained suggest that the religion
is not only the moral center of the community, it is also the center of community empowerment to consciousness in waste
management.
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