
Passport Confiscation as a Violation of Human Rights: Analysing the Kafala
System

Authors : Samantha Vargas-Alfonso
Abstract : The phenomenon of migration has been long-recorded since ancient history but never has mobility in huge numbers
been so rapid and constant than that of the present. A significant portion of these migrants move for the promise of better
economic subsistence by finding employment in foreign lands; while there are local and international instruments to protect
these migrant workers, they still face human rights violations amongst other hurdles in integrating themselves into their host
country. This research aims to look at the occurrence of Passport Confiscation for Filipino migrant workers (blue-collar
workers) who are situated in Saudi Arabia. In addition to this, the study will look at the Kafala System which GCC countries
practice regulating their foreign employees. The research attempts to prove that international conventions lack power in
constraining the occurrence of passport confiscation and that while the kafala system exists, there is very little opportunity to
address this issue.
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