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Abstract : In 2016, this author conducted a study on agricultural livelihoods in urban and peri-urban low-income settings in
Lusaka, Zambia. The overarching aim was to determine the impact of physical space on agricultural activities, with a particular
emphasis on geographical distinctions between urban and peri-urban environments. Agricultural activities among the areas’
residents were mapped through questionnaires, interviews and observations, and included variables such as type of activity
and product; degree of marketization; inputs; location of production, storage and vending; labour distribution; production
constraints, and associated mobility patterns, among others. The study confirmed that spatial idiosyncrasies of urban and peri-
urban environments both enabled and constrained agricultural activity, but not always as anticipated. There were also cross-
cutting issues on which physical space appeared to have a limited impact.
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