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Abstract : This paper employs a newly constructed composite indicator of social uprisings (SUCI) to analyze the causes of
their occurrence. This empirical study is based on an unbalanced panel of 45 countries over the period of 1982–2007. The
paper’s contribution to the literature is distinguishing between the causes of violent and nonviolent uprisings. The analysis
shows that that certain variables have a significant impact on both violent and nonviolent uprisings in terms of relative SUCI
values, for example, ethnic fractionalization and mountainous terrain. Nevertheless, differences between the causes of violent
and nonviolent uprisings can be found. For example, life dissatisfaction is related to nonviolent social uprisings, but when life
dissatisfaction is accompanied by democratic dissatisfaction, violent social uprisings are more likely.
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