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Abstract : Over the last twenty years, the traditional economic motivations of foreign direct investment have been
amalgamated with geopolitical motivations. This is evidenced by the extensive ratification of bilateral investment treaties (BIT)
globally and the emergence of state-owned multinational companies (SOMNCs) that directly compete with local domestic
enterprises (LDE). This paper investigates the impact that Chinese SOMNCs have on LDEs within Trinidad and Tobago’s
construction sector and, determines whether knowledge transfer occurs. The paper employed semi-structured interviews of
industry experts and concluded that LDEs predominantly experience adverse spillovers, inclusive of a long-term competition
effect, with no technology transfer occurring.
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