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Abstract : Since its creation in 1967, Kano has tremendously undergone political, social and economic transformations. Public
urban transportation has been playing a vital role in sustaining economic growth of Kano metropolis, especially with the
existence of modern buses with the regular network of roads, in all the main centers of trade. This study, therefore, centers on
the role of intra-city buses in molding the economy of Kano. Its main focus is post-colonial Kano (i.e. 1967-2015), a period that
witnessed rapid expansion of commercial activities and ever increasing urbanization which goes along with it population
explosion. The commuters patronized the urban transport, a situation that made the business lucrative. More so, the traders
who had come from within and outside Kano relied heavily on commercial vehicles to transport their merchandise to their
various destinations. Commercial road transport system, therefore, had become well organized in Kano with a significant
number of people earning their means of livelihood from it. It also serves as a source of revenue to governments at different
levels. However, the study of transport and development as an academic discipline is inter-disciplinary in nature. This study,
therefore, employs the services and the methodologies of other disciplines such as Geography, History, Urban and Regional
Planning,  Engineering,  Computer  Science,  Economics,  etc.  to  provide  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the  issues  under
investigation. The source materials for this study included extensive use of written literature and oral information. In view of
the crucial importance of intra-city commercial transport services, this study demonstrates its role in the overall economic
transformation of the study area. It generally also, contributed in opening up a new ground and looked into the history of
commercial  transport  system. At  present,  Kano Metropolitan area is  located between latitude 110 50’  and 12007’,  and
longitude 80 22’ and 80 47’ within the Semi-Arid Sudan Savannah Zone of West Africa about 840kilometers of the edge of the
Sahara desert. The Metropolitan area has expanded over the years and has become the third largest conurbation in Nigeria
with a population of about 4million. It is made up of eight local government areas viz: Kano Municipal, Gwale, Dala, Tarauni,
Nasarawa, Fage, Ungogo, and Kumbotso.
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