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Abstract : Australia is a quintessentially immigrant nation with 28 percent of its residents being foreign-born. By 2011,
People’s Republic of China (PRC) overtook the United Kingdom to become the largest source country in Australia. Significantly,
the profile of PRC-born migrants has changed to mirror broader global shifts towards high-skilled labour, education-related,
and investment-focussed migration, all of which reflect an increasing trend in the mobility of wealthy and/or educated cohorts.
Together, these coalesce to form a more complex pattern of migrant settlement –both spatially and socio-economically. This
paper focuses on the PRC-born migration, redresses these lacunae, with regard to the settlement outcomes of PRC migrants to
Australia, with a particular focus on spatial evolution and residential mobility at both the metropolitan and national scales. By
drawing on Census Data and migration Micro Datasets, the aim of this paper is to examine the shifting dynamics of PRC-born
migrants in Australian capital cities to unveil their socioeconomic characteristics, residential patterns and change of spatial
concentrations during their transition into the new host society. This paper finds out three general patterns in the residential
evolution of PRC-born migrants depending on the size of capital cities where they settle down, as well as the association of
socio-economic characters with the formation of enclaves. It also examines the residential mobility across states and cities from
2001 to 2011 indicating the rising status of median-size Australian capital cities for receiving PRC-born migrants. The paper
concludes with a discussion of evidences for policy formation, facilitates the effective transition of PRC-born populations into
the mainstream of host society and enhances social harmony to help Australia become a more successful multicultural nation.
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