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Abstract : Based on the sovereignty over natural resources principle, the Indonesian government has an authority to exploit
the natural resources within a national jurisdiction of Indonesia. The forest is one of the natural resources which is very
valuable for Indonesia. It becomes the source of raw material for many industrial activities, such as pharmaceutical industry,
pulp industry, and household furniture industry. Hence, it contributes to the economic development of Indonesia. However, the
exploitation of the forest may cause negative impacts, such as environmental pollution and environmental degradation. The
implementation of the sovereignty over natural resources principle in Indonesia may jeopardize the forest and affect the
sustainability of the forest if there is no appropriate policy of the government to exploit the forest in a sustainable manner. The
exploitation of the forest in Indonesia, in some extent, has caused serious impact to environment and biodiversity. Hence, in
order to sustain and to maintain the forest as the valuable resources to the future generation, the government of Indonesia has
already adopted many programmes and action plans. The aim of the research is to undertake a critical examination of the
issues relating to the the implementation of sovereignty over natural resources to the exploitation of the forest in Indonesia. It
is a normative research and the methodology employed in this research is library research. While the approaches employed in
the  research  are  conceptual  approach.,  statutory  approach,  and  comparative  approach.  The  research  finds  that  the
implementation of sovereignty over natural resources principle in the exploitation of the forest in Indonesia is limited by other
principles of  international environmental  law, such as sustainable development principle,  intergenerational principle and
common  concern  principle  which  have  been  adopted  in  the  government  policy  and  various  regulations  regarding  the
exploitation of the forest in Indonesia.
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