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Abstract : This study aims to determine and to examine critically successful family-owned higher educational institutions
towards identifying the attributes and practices that may likely have led to their success. This research is confined to private,
non-sectarian, family-owned higher institutions of learning that have been operating for more than fifty years, had only one
founder and had at least two transitions in terms of generation. The criteria for selecting family-owned universities to be part
of the cases under investigation include institutions (1) with increasing enrollment over the past five years, with level III
accreditation  status,  (3)  with  good performance in  the  Board examinations  in  most  of  its  programs and (4)  with  high
employability of graduates. The study uses the multiple case study method. A model based on the cross-case analysis of the
attributes and practices of all the case studies of successful family- owned higher institutions of learning is the output. The
paper provides insights to current and future school owners and administrators in the management of their institutions for
competitiveness, sustainability and advancement. This research encourages the evaluation of how the ideas that may lead to
the success of schools owned by families in developing a sense of community, a reciprocal relationship among colleagues, the
students and other stakeholders will result to the attainment of the vision and mission of the school. The study is beneficial to
entrepreneurs and to business students whose know-how may provide insights that would be helpful in guiding prospective
school owners. The commission on higher education and the Department of Education stand to benefit from this academic
paper for the guidance that they provide to family-owned educational institutions. Banks and other financial institutions may
find valuable ideas from this academic paper for the purpose of providing financial assistance to colleges and universities that
are family-owned. Researchers in the field of educational management and administration may be able to extract from this
study related topics for future research.
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