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Abstract : The Sahara region potentially is one of the most attractive heritage areas in the world. Yet presently, the heritage of
the Sahara is currently facing serious planning challenges of underdeveloped and neglected economic and physical potentials.
Deterioration of heritage resources has been observed by the author during his several field tours for historic sites has
discovered special heritage values such as in Ghadames which combines historic oasis, natural environment along with its
exceptional urban fabric and architectural character. Despite the richness of Ghadames with historic significance, it is found
that  at  the  present  time,  Ghadames city,  the  UNESCO World  Heritage site,  is  facing serious  challenges  including the
abandonment by its tenants and inclusive negligence by its officials. The author believes that Ghadames can illustrate an
excellent heritage example in North Africa with cultural pride and socio-economic opportunities that can contribute to overall
economic development in the Sahara region. However, the paper deals with the case of Ghadames ‘The World Heritage Site’ in
Libya and discusses the current challenges and possible planning for its heritage conservation strategy. The momentous
resources in Ghadames with their historical, environmental, economic, social, cultural, and aesthetic values would benefit from
a careful heritage planning and management program for its significant values. In this paper an attempt is made to investigate
this issue seriously towards building a model of a strategy for heritage conservation planning for Ghadames is proposed.
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