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Abstract : Objective: Learning the process of interaction with patient occurs within the process of nursing education. For this
reason, it  is considered to provide an opportunity for questioning and rearrangement of nursing education programs by
assessing attitudes of nursing students towards caring nurse-patient interaction. Method: This is a descriptive study conducted
in order to assess attitudes of nursing students towards caring nurse-patient interaction. The study was conducted with 318
students who were studying at nursing department of Semra and Vefa Küçük Health High School, Nevşehir Hacı Bektaş Veli
University in 2015-2016 academic year and agreed to participate in the study. “Personal Information Form” prepared by the
researchers utilizing the literature and “Caring Nurse-Patient Interaction Scale (CNPIS)”, who Turkish validity and reliability
were conducted by Atar and Aştı, were used in the study. The Cronbach α coefficient of CNPIS was found as 0.973 in the study.
Permissions of  the institution and participants  were received before starting to  conduct  study.  Significance test  of  the
difference between two means, analysis of variance, and correlation analysis were used to assess the data. Results: Average
age of nursing students participating in the study was 20.72±1.91 and 74.8% were female, and 28.0% were the fourth-year
students. 52.5% of the nursing students stated that they chose nursing profession willingly, 80.2% did not have difficulty in
their interactions with patients, and 84.6% did not have difficulty in their social relationships. CNPIS total mean score of
nursing students was found to be 295.31±40.95. When the correlation between total CNPIS mean score of the nursing students
in terms of some variables was examined; it was determined there was a significant positive correlation between ages of the
nursing students and total mean score of CNPIS (r=0.184, p=0.001). CNPIS total mean score was found to be higher in female
students compared to male students, in 3rd–year students compared to students studying at other years, in those choosing
their profession willingly compared to those choosing their profession unwillingly, in those not having difficulty in relations
with the patients compared to those having difficulty, and in those not having difficulty in social relationships compared to
those having difficulty. It was determined there was a significant difference between CNPIS total mean scores in terms of the
year and state of having difficulty in social  relationships (p<0,005).  Conclusion: Nursing students had positive attitudes
towards caring nurse-patient interactions, attitudes of nursing students, who were female, studying at 3rd year, chose nursing
profession willingly, did not have difficulty in patient relations, and did not have difficulty in social relationships, towards
caring nurse-patient interaction were found to be more positive. In the line with these results; it can be recommended to
organize activities for introducing nursing profession to the youth preparing for the university, to use methods that will
increase  further  communication  skills  to  nursing  students  during  their  education,  to  support  students  in  terms  of
communication skills, and to involve activities that will strengthen their social relationships.
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