
"IS Cybernetics": An Idea to Base the International System Theory upon the
General System Theory and Cybernetics

Authors : Petra Suchovska
Abstract : The spirit of post-modernity remains chaotic and obscure. Geopolitical rivalries raging at the more extreme levels
and the ability of intellectual community to explain the entropy of global affairs has been diminishing. The Western-led idea of
globalisation imposed upon the world does not seem to bring the bright future for human progress anymore, and its architects
lose much of global control, as the strong non-western cultural entities develop new forms of post-modern establishments. The
overall  growing  cultural  misunderstanding  and  mistrust  are  expressions  of  political  impotence  to  deal  with  the  inner
contradictions within the contemporary phenomenon (capitalism, economic globalisation) that embrace global society. The
drivers and effects of global restructuring must be understood in the context of systems and principles reflecting on true
complexity  of  society.  The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  set  out  some  ideas  about  how  cybernetics  can  contribute  to
understanding international system structure and analyse possible world futures. “IS Cybernetics” would apply to system
thinking and cybernetic principles in IR in order to analyse and handle the complexity of social phenomena from global
perspective. “IS cybernetics” would be, for now, the subfield of IR, concerned with applying theories and methodologies from
cybernetics and system sciences by offering concepts and tools for addressing problems holistically. It would bring order to the
complex relations between disciplines that IR touches upon. One of its tasks would be to map, measure, tackle and find the
principles  of  dynamics  and structure of  social  forces  that  influence human behaviour  and consequently  cause political,
technological and economic structural reordering, forming and reforming the international system. “IS cyberneticists” task
would be to understand the control mechanisms that govern the operation of international society (and the sub-systems in their
interconnection) and only then suggest better ways operate these mechanisms on sublevels as cultural, political, technological,
religious and other. “IS cybernetics” would also strive to capture the mechanism of social-structural changes in time, which
would open space for syntheses between IR and historical sociology. With the cybernetic distinction between first order studies
of  observed  systems  and  the  second  order  study  of  observing  systems,  IS  cybernetics  would  also  provide  a  unifying
epistemological and methodological, conceptual framework for multilateralism and multiple modernities theory.
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