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Abstract : Over the past 80 years, open-field method has evolved as a commonly used tool for the analysis of animal behaviour.
The study was carried out using 50 kennel-reared purebred puppies of the German Shepherd dog breed. All dogs were tested
in 5<sup>th</sup>, 7<sup>th</sup>, and 9<sup>th </sup>week of age. For the purpose of behavioural analysis, an open-
field evaluation report was designed prior to testing to ensure the most convenient, rapid, and suitable way to assess selected
behavioural patterns in field conditions. Onset of vocalisation, intensity of vocalisation, level of physical activity, response to
sound, and overall behaviour was monitored in the study. Correlations between measures of height, weight and chest
circumference, and behavioural characteristics in the 5<sup>th</sup>, 7<sup>th</sup>, and 9<sup>th</sup> week of age
were not statistically significant. Onset of vocalisation, intensity of vocalisation, level of physical activity and response to sound
differed on statistically significant level between 5<sup>th</sup>, 7<sup>th</sup>, and 9<sup>th</sup> week of age.
Results suggest that our practical assessment report may be used as an applicable method to evaluate the suitability of service
dog puppies for future working roles.
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