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Abstract : Sugarcane is an important resource for bioenergy. Fields are usually established by using 15-20 cm pieces of
sugarcane stalks as propagation material. An alternative method is to use small chips with nodes from sugarcane stalks. Plants
from nodes are often established in plastic pots, but plastic pots could be replaced with biodegradable paper pots. This would
be a more sustainable solution, reducing labor costs and avoiding pollution with plastic. We compared the establishment of
plants from nodes taken from three different part of the sugarcane plant. The nodes were planted in plastic and paper pots.
There was no significant difference between plants established in the two pot types. Nodes from different part of the stalk had
different sprouting capacity. Nodes from the top parts sprouted significantly better than nodes taken from the middle or nodes
taken closed to the ground in two experiments. Nodes with a length of 3 cm performed better than nodes with a length of 2 cm.
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