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Abstract : The Gambia, the smallest country in mainland Africa and one of the poorest countries on Earth, is currently
experiencing historically unprecedented levels of out-migration to Europe. As a result, Gambians are currently among the top
four nationalities emigrating to Europe. The central question that this thesis will address is: what factors impact the migration-
related decision-making capabilities of Gambians? Based on interviews with NGOs, as well as those who have migrated and
returned, are planning to migrate, and their friends and families, a pattern will emerge. This pattern will be woven into first
person narratives which will explore the politico-economic, environmental, and socio-cultural factors that inform individual
decision-making with regards to migration.
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