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Abstract : Kabul, the capital and largest city in Afghanistan has been experiencing a massive population expansion and fast
economic development in last decade, in which urban land has increasingly expanded and formed a high informal development
territory in the city. This paper investigates the urban land development direction based on the integrated urbanization trends
in Kabul city since the last and the fastest ever urban land growth period (1999-2008), which is parallel with the establishment
of  the  new government  in  Afghanistan.  Considering  the  existing  challenges  in  terms  of  informal  settlements,  squatter
settlements, the population expansion of the city, and fast economic development, as well as the huge influx of returning
refugees from neighboring countries, and the sprawl direction of urbanization of the Kabul city urban fringes, this research
focuses on the possible urban land development direction and trends for the city. The paper studies the feasible future land
development direction of Kabul city in the northern part called Shamali basin, in which district 17 is the gateway for future
development. The area has much developable area including eight districts of Kabul province, and the vast area of Parwan and
Kapisa provinces. The northern area of the Kabul city generally has favorable conditions for further urbanization from the city.
It is a large and relatively flat area of area in the northern part of Kabul city, with ample water resources available from the
Panjshir basin as a base principle of land development direction in the area.
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