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Abstract :  Kodagu district  is  one of  the most  densely  forested districts  in  the India  as  around sixty  five  per  cent  of
geographical areas under tree cover. Nearly 53 per cent of the flora of Kodagu is endemic. The district is also a hotspot of
endemic orchids found mainly in the Thadiandamol. Shade grown, eco-friendly coffee farms are perhaps a selected few places
on this planet where nature runs wild. The Kodagu accounts for more than 8.8 per cent of floral diversity of Karnataka state.
Estimation of unit cost of cultivation plays a vital role in determining the governmental program their market intervention
policies. On an average, planters incurred around Rs. 17041 per acre. The extent of production risk was highest among small
category of  planters  (66 %) compared to  other  two exhibiting production instability.  The result  shows that,  the coffee
productivity in medium plantations was 1051.2 kg per acre as against 758.5 and 789.2 kg in the case of small and large
plantations. An annual net return per acre was highest in the case of medium planters (Rs. 26109.3) as against Rs. 20566.7 and
Rs. 18572.7 in the case of small and large planters. Cost of production was lowest in the case of small planters (Rs. 18.9 per kg
of output) followed by medium planters (Rs. 21.2 per kg of output) and large planters (Rs. 22.5 per kg of output). The
productivity of coffee is less whenever it is grown under high shade and native tree cover; it is around 6 quintals per acre when
compared with low shade conditions, which is around 8.9 quintals per acre, without a significant difference in the amount
invested for growing coffee. Net gain was lower by Rs. 15.5 per kg for the planters growing under high shade and native trees
cover when compared with low shade and exotic trees cover.
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