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Abstract : Constructivism in teacher education is growing tremendously in both the developed and developing world.
Proponents of constructivism emphasize active engagement of students in the teaching and learning process. In an effort to
keep students engaged while they learn to learn, teachers use a variety of methods to incorporate constructivism in the
teaching-learning situations. One area that has a potential for realizing constructivism in the classroom is self-assessment.
Sadly, students are rarely involved in the assessment of their work. Instead, the most knowing teacher dominates this process.
Student involvement in self-assessments has a potential to teach student teachers to become objective assessors of their
students’ work by the time they become credentialed. This is important, as objectivity in assessments is a much-needed skill in
the classroom contexts within which teachers deal with students from diverse backgrounds and in which biased assessments
should be avoided at all cost. The purpose of the study presented in this paper was to investigate whether student teachers
acquired the skills of administering self-assessments objectively after they had been immersed in a formal training program
and participated in four sets of self-assessments. The objectives were to determine the extent to which they had mastered the
skills of objective self-assessments, their growth and development in this area, and the challenges they encountered in
administering self-assessments objectively. The research question was: To what extent did student teachers acquire objectivity
in self-assessments after their theoretical and practical engagement in this activity? Data were collected from student teachers
through participant observation and semi-structured interviews. The design was a qualitative case study. The sample consisted
of 39 final-year student teachers enrolled in a Bachelor of Education teacher education program at a university in South Africa.
Results revealed that the formal training program and participation in self-assessments had a minimal effect on students’
acquisition of objectivity in self-assessments, due to the factors associated with self-aggrandizement and hegemony, the latter
resulting from gender, religious and racial differences. These results have serious implications for the need to incorporate self-
assessments in the teacher-education curriculum, as well as for extended formal training programs for student teachers on
assessment in general.
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