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Abstract : Sorghum head bug is a key insect pest of sorghum, and it is important to pay attention to the peak time of the pest
abundance. The objective of this study was to study the effect of planting date on head bugs population. Field experiment was
conducted during 2007/08 – 2008/09 and 2013/14 - 2014/15 cropping seasons at the Damazine Research Station Farm, Blue
Nile State to determine sorghum head bugs incidence and abundance through the sowing date. Different sowing dates (early,
mid and late sowing) and a susceptible sorghum variety known as Wad Ahmed variety were used the experiment.  The
experimental design used was randomized complete block design (RCBD). Data were collected on the number of head bug
adults and nymphs/panicle, damage percent, coloration and a puncture due to bug feeding and oviposition, 1000 seeds weight
and yield. The results showed that significantly (P<0.05) higher number of bugs and damage percent were recorded on the late
sowing date for the four seasons followed by the mid sowing, while the early sowing gave low number of bugs, damage percent
and high1000 weight. There were significant differences between protected and unprotected heads. The late sowing (August)
is a critical sorghum planting time because it coincided with highest numbers of the head bugs.
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