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Abstract : This research we want to discuss the implications of the concept of ‘lalangue’ and illustrate its importance for
lacanian psychoanalysis and its clinical practice. We will look at this concept through an in depth reading of Lacan’s later
seminars, his lectures at the North-American universities and his study on James Joyce. We will illustrate the importance of this
concept with a case study from a clinical practice. We will argue that the introduction of ‘lalangue’ has several theoretical and
clinical implications that will radically change Lacans teachings. We will illustrate the distinction between language and
lalangue. Language serves communication, but this is not the case with lalangue. We will claim that there is jouissance in
language and will approach this by introducing the concept of ‘lalangue’. We will ask ourselves what the effect will be of this
distinction and how we can use this in clinical practice. The concept of ‘lalangue’ will introduce a new way of thinking about
the unconscious. It will force us to no longer view the unconscious as Symbolic, but as Imaginary or Real. Another implication
will be the approach on the symptom, no longer approaching it as a formation of the unconscious. It will be renamed as
‘sinthome’, as function of the real. Last of all it will force us to rethink the lacanian interpretation and how we direct the
treatment. The implications on a clinical level will be how we think about the lacanian interpretation and the direction of the
treatment. We will no longer focus on language and meaning, but focus on jouissance and the ways in which the subject deals
with this. We will illustrate this importance with a clinical case study. To summarize, the concept of lalangue forces us to
radically rethink lacanian psychoanalysis, with major implications on a theoretical and clinical level. It introduces new concepts
such as the real unconscious and the sinthome. It will also make us rethink the way we work as lacanian psychoanalysts.
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