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Abstract : There is a high magnitude of housing inadequacy in urban centers in Nigeria. This is manifested in quantitative and
qualitative terms. Severe overcrowding and insanitary physical environment characterize the housing in the urban centers. The
culminating effect of this is the growth of slum areas. This paper takes a critical look at inter-allia history and anatomy, general
characteristic, present condition, root causes, official responses and reactions, possible solution and advocacy housing in
central city slum of Ibadan. It also examines slum development and consequent deviant behaviors in the inner-city
neighborhoods of Ibadan, the capital city of Oyo State, Nigeria. Residing there are many underemployed and unemployed
individuals, these are miscreants who are generally socially frustrated. The activities of this group of people are a cause of
concern. Deleterious and anti-social behaviors such as prostitution and house burglary are commonplace in the neighborhoods.
The paper examines building conditions in the neighborhoods and the nexus with the deviant behavior of the inhabitants. The
paper affirms that there is monumental deficiency in housing quality, while the design and the arrangement of the buildings
into spatial units significantly influence the behavior of the residents. The paper suggests a two-prong approach in dealing with
the situation. This involves urban renewal and slum upgrading programmes on the one hand, and an improvement in the socio-
economic circumstances of the inhabitants, especially an increase in employment opportunity on the other.
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