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Abstract : This descriptive study evaluated the existing Food Safety Management in Central Elementary School Canteens of
Region 3. It made used of survey questionnaires, interview guide questions and validated knowledge test on food for data
gathering. Results of the study revealed that school principals and canteen managers shared responsibilities in food safety
management of school canteen. It also showed that the schools applied different methods of communication, monitoring and
evaluation of food safety management. The study further revealed that implementation of monitoring and evaluation of food
safety compliance are not being practiced in all elementary schools in the region. The study also showed that school canteens
in the Region 3 do not have the thermometers and timers to use to conduct proper monitoring of foods during storage,
preparation and serving. It was also found out from the study that canteen personnel lacks the basic knowledge and trainings
on food safety. Potential source of physical, chemical and biological hazards that could contaminate foods were also found
present in the canteen facilities of the elementary schools in the region. Moreover, evaluation showed that the existing
implementation of food safety management in the Central Elementary School Canteens of Region 3 were below the expected
level and the need to strengthen the appreciation and advocacy on food safety management in school canteens of Region 3 is
still wanting.
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