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Abstract : This paper is providing a significant insight into the role of satire in Egyptian politics and how it has been received
from the government and viewer’s point of view. It mainly sets out to test whether Bassem Youssef’s satirical program has
played a significant role in Egypt recent politics and to investigate what is the nature and extent of this role. In order to test
this hypothesis, the researcher chose to critically analyze one episode of Bassem Youssef’s satirical show, El Bernameg. This
paper goes further to highlight that the aims of satire is to invite citizens to analyze, criticize and question people in power and
the realm of politics rather than remain as untouched subjects by combining humor with critique in order to enhance citizens’
political awareness and perhaps even political engagement. Moreover it identifies that Bassem Youssef’s satire is to use
laughter as a medium to communicate his political message. By first informing the public and secondly engaging them through
laughter, satire plays a very constructive political role, which have been argued finally that Bassem Youssef has indeed played
an important part in the Egyptian political scene of today and this can be measured by the degree of censorship that he has
been subject to and the level of international and domestic reaction towards his satirical show. At the end, this paper is
suggesting that the measure of a strong government is its ability not only to accommodate satire but also to learn from it.
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