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Abstract : As a result of the high cost of housing, the increasing population is forced to live in substandard housing and
unhealthy conditions giving rise to poor residential neighborhoods. The paper examines the causes and characteristics of poor
residential neighborhood. The paper finds the problems that have influence poor neighborhoods to; poverty, growth of informal
sector and housing shortage. The paper asserts that poor residential neighborhoods have adverse effects on the people. The
secondary  data  was  obtained  from  books,  journals  and  seminar  papers  while  primary  data  relating  to  building  and
environmental quality from structured questionnaire administered on sample of 500 household heads, from sampling frame of
5000 housing units. The study reveals that majority of the respondents are poor and employed in informal sector. The paper
suggests urban renewal and slum upgrading programs as methods in dealing with the situation and an improvement in the
socio-economic circumstances of the inhabitants.
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