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Abstract : The delimitation in the cities of heritage areas implicit in strong processes of transformation, both social and
material.  The study shows how two cities, seemingly different as Seville (Spain) and Valparaiso (Chile),  share the same
transformation process from its declaration as heritage cities. The metdología used in research has been on the one hand the
analytic-criticism has shown us all processes and the level of involvement of these. On the other hand the direct observation
methodology has allowed us to ratify all studied. Faced with these processes research shows social resources that people have
developed to address each of them. The study concludes the need to strengthen the social and associative fabric in heritage
areas as a resource to ensure the survival of heritage, not only material but also social and cultural. As examples, we have
chosen Seville and Valparaiso: the gentrification of Seville prior to the universal exhibition of ‘92 –with pretty specific plans-- is
paralleled by Valparaiso’s plan to revitalize its port and its protected (UNESCO) area. The whole of our theoretical discourse
will be based thereupon.
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