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Abstract : Even though more than six decades has passed since the death of India’s iconic thinker and mass leader Mahatma
Gandhi, the world besieged by terrorism may still take a leaf out of his philosophical discourse on non-violence and attempt to
turn his theory into praxis to save mankind. The greatest soul world has ever produced, a man of divine fire, an apostle of
peace and non-violence, a revolutionary, a visionary, a social reformer and deliverer of the downtrodden, Father of the nation,
these and numerous other epithets have been used by eminent personalities and scholars while describing Mahatma Gandhi.
Gandhi was a relentless fighter and mass mobiliser who awakened a sleeping giant, the common men and women of India,
shook them out of their docile, fatalistic mould, invigorated them with his doctrine of ahimsa and satyagraha (non violence and
strict adherence to truth), instilled in them nationalist zeal and patriotic fervour and turned them into determined, steadfast
freedom fighters. Under his leadership, the national liberation movement got a new life and ultimately succeeded in ending the
era of foreign domination. And he did all these while resisting a natural tendency of his people to respond violently to
unspeakable violence and atrocities unleashed by the colonial British administration desperate to keep India in its empire. In
this paper, an attempt will be made to unravel Gandhi’s elucidation of the concept of non-violent resistance, along with non-
cooperation and civil disobedience and their actual application through political practices which succeeded in capturing the
imagination of not only India’s teeming millions but the entire world. The methodology of analytical study will be used as
Gandhi’s own writings and those by noted scholars on Gandhi will be examined extensively to establish contemporary
relevance of his thought, his invaluable guidelines about how to cope with poverty, inequality, exploitation, repression and
marginalization of some sections of society and resultant radicalization of some disturbed members of human race, the very
conditions which spawn terrorism in today’s world.
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