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Abstract : Data on the number of people who have committed suicide tends to be reported with a substantial time lag of
around two years. We examine whether online activity measured by Google searches can help us improve estimates of the
number of suicide occurrences in England before official figures are released. Specifically, we analyse how data on the number
of Google searches for the terms “depression” and “suicide” relate to the number of suicides between 2004 and 2013. We find
that estimates drawing on Google data are significantly better than estimates using previous suicide data alone. We show that
a greater number of searches for the term “depression” is related to fewer suicides, whereas a greater number of searches for
the term “suicide” is related to more suicides. Data on suicide related search behaviour can be used to improve current
estimates of the number of suicide occurrences.
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