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Abstract : It is widely known that food security is a major concern in Sub-Saharan Africa. In many regions, including Nigeria,
this is due to an agriculture-old problem of soil erosion beyond replacement levels. It seems that the use of fertilizer would be
an immediate solution as it can boost agricultural productivity, and low agricultural productivity is attributed to the low use of
fertilizers in Nigeria. The Government of Nigeria has been addressing the challenges of food shortage but with limited success.
The utilisation of a practical and efficient subsidy programme in addressing this issue seems to be needed. However, the
problem of procurement and distribution changes from one stage of subsidy to another. This paper looks at the difference
between the ideal and the actual implementation of agricultural fertilizer policies in Nigeria, as it currently runs the risk of
meeting required standards on paper but missing the desired real outcomes, and recognises the need to close the gap between
the paper work and the realities on the ground.
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