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Abstract : India is the country that shelters the largest number of poor. One of the major areas of concern in India is the
unsatisfactory situation of the poor in social developmental and health parameters, not only in rural areas which are partly
devoid of the facilities but also in the urban areas where the facilities are insufficient to provide services of a satisfactory
quality. Objectives: 1) to examine the association between the environmental condition and health condition among poor
women in urban areas. 2) to find out the significance of the effect of environment on the child health among the poor children.
3)  to  present  the  scenario  of  poor  among highly  urbanized  and  less  urbanized  states  with  respect  to  the  health  and
environment. Data: data from National Family Health survey-3 and census are used to fulfill the objectives. Methodology: In
this  study,  the  standard  of  living  condition  of  people  living  in  urban  areas  is  computed  by  taking  some  household
characteristics and assets. People possessing low standard of living are considered as poor. Bivariate and multivariate analysis
are employed to examine the effect of environment on poor women and children. A geographical information system is used to
present the health and environmental condition of poor in highly and less urbanized states. Results: The findings reveal that
the poor women who are not accessed to improved source of water, and sanitation facility are facing more health problems.
Children who are living in a dirty environment and are not accessed to improved source of drinking water, among them
prevalence of diarrhea and fever is found to be high. As well, the health condition of poor in highly urbanized states is dreadful.
Policy implications: Government should emphasize on the implementation of programs regarding the improvement in the
infrastructural facilities and health care treatment of urban poor.
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