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Abstract : Objectives: The aim of this poster presentation is to examine cultural contextual understandings of ABI that could
aid conceptualisation and the development of a model for neuropsychological rehabilitation in this context. Characteristics of
the  South  African  context  that  make  the  implementation  of  international  NR  practices  difficult  include  socioeconomic
disparities, sociocultural influences, lack of accessibility to healthcare services, and poverty and unemployment levels. NR
services in the developed world have characteristics such as low staff-to-patient ratios and interdisciplinary teams that make
them unsuitable for the resource-constrained South African context. Methods: An exploratory, descriptive research design
based  on  programme  theory  is  being  followed  in  the  development  of  a  South  African  model  of  neuropsychological
rehabilitation. Results: The incorporation of African traditional understandings and practices, such as beliefs about ancestral
spirits in the etiology of Acquired Brain Injury are relevant to the planning of rehabilitation interventions. Community-Based
Rehabilitation workers, psychoeducation, and cooperation among the different systemic levels especially in rural settings is
also needed to improve services offered to patients living with ABI. Conclusions. The preliminary model demonstrated in this
poster will attempt to build on the strengths of South African communities, incorporating valuable evidence from international
models to serve those affected with brain injury in this context.
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