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Abstract : The role of cultural identity in bilingual programs has been barely discussed in regards to SLA. This research
focuses on providing relevant information that helps in having more knowledge about the experiences that an elementary
student has during the second language learning process in a bilingual program within a multicultural context. This study
explores the experience of 18 students in a dual language program, in a public elementary school in Northern Virginia, USA. It
examines their dual language experience and the different ways this experience contributes to the formation of their cultural
identity. The findings were studied with the purpose of determining the relationship between participants and certain aspects
of cultural identity in a multicultural context. The reflections that originate from the voices of children are the key source that
helps us to better understand the particular needs that young learners have during their participation in a DLP.
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