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Abstract : Management of water resources is a major challenge throughout the world and in many long-established societies
people still  use traditional water harvesting and management techniques. Despite often being seen as efficient and cost
effective, traditional methods are in decline or have been abandoned in many countries. Nevertheless, traditional approaches
continue to be useful in some countries such as Nepal. The extent to which such traditional measures, in this case via stone
spouts, may survive modernization, while fulfilling socio-cultural, tourism, and other needs is the focus of the research. The
research develops an understanding of the socio-cultural, tourism and other values of stone spouts for the people of urban and
peri-urban heritage and non-heritage areas of the Kathmandu Valley to help ongoing sustainable management of remaining
spouts. Three research questions are addressed: the impacts of changes in social and cultural norms and values; development
activities; and, the incremental and ongoing loss of traditional stone spout infrastructure. A meta-theory framework has been
developed which synthesizes Institutional, Attachment, Central Place and Common Property theories, which form analytical
lenses for the mixed-method research approach. From the exploration of the meta-theory approach, it was found that no spouts
are in pristine condition but those in non-heritage areas are in better condition than those in heritage areas. “Utility value” is
the main driver that still motivates people to conserve spouts.
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