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Abstract : The aim of this paper is to investigate whether being bilinguals facilitates or impedes the perception of a third
language. The present study conducted a perception experiment in which Mandarin-Japanese bilinguals categorized a Voice-
Onset-Time (VOT) continuum into English /b/ or /p/. The results show that early bilinguals were influenced by both Mandarin
and Japanese, while late bilinguals behaved in a similar manner to Mandarin monolinguals Thus, it can be concluded that in the
present study having two languages did not help bilinguals to perceive L3 stop contrast native-likely.
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