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Abstract : The blessed Mecca (Makkah) has been attacked as a city without a pre-Islamic history. Many claims have been
posited denying the historicity of this holy city, and mythicizing Arabic historical records. Hence, the current paper attempted
to shed light on this controversial history of Makkah. To achieve the intended objective, the study recoursed to archaeological,
historical, and linguistic evidence, to prove that the holy city existed since the dawn of human history. The data under study
include the results of recent excavations; archaeological surveys in Saudi Arabia, academic works of archaeologists, newspaper
reports of the latest archaeological discoveries, and the findings of Saudi explorers. In addition, the study examined ancient
and contemporary references; western accounts of Makkah, the bible, Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Arabic references, in an
effort to reconcile these texts with the archeological findings. The paper also reviewed the latest results of aerial archeology of
the region. The study proved based on archaeological finds, and contrary to fallacious claims, that Makkah is an ancient city
that existed and was inhabited by humans in varied historical eras.
Keywords : aerial  archaeology, archaeological finds in the Makkan region, archaeological surveys, Western, Jewish and
Islamic accounts of Makkah
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