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Abstract : In the last two decades, US-American Independent Cinema has been faced with numerous metamorphoses. With
regard to style, content, film aesthetics and themes a large array is offered. And as a consequence of the increasing influence
of the world wide web and absolutely new ways of production opportunities alter the indie-film scene fundamentally. While in
the 90s many independent films were situated in urban spaces -for instance, films of Jim Jarmusch, Abel Ferrara or Quentin
Tarantino- there is a tendency from the 2000s years on to go to rural America. Jeff Nichols, Debra Granik or Matthew
Porterfield can be named. Suburbia the symbol of the American Dream and in particular of an emerging prosperity after the
Second World War is an essential theme with some independent directors; among them indie icons Todd Solondz and Todd
Haynes. Based on selected films of both of them the paper explores the formal and aesthetic structures (narrative, drama,
montage, lighting, sound, color)  of  the pictures and how suburbia,  its  people,  and its "perfect" families are shown and
unmasked in all facets. Films are: "Happiness" (1998), "Life During Wartime" (2009) and "Far From Heaven" (2002).
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