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Abstract : There is a growing emphasis on generic skills in higher education to match the changing skill-set requirements of
the labour market. However, researchers and policy makers have not arrived at a consensus on the generic skills that actually
contribute towards workplace employability and performance that complement and/or underpin discipline-specific graduate
attributes. In order to strengthen the qualifications framework, a range of &lsquo;generic&rsquo; learning outcomes have been
considered for students undergoing higher education programs and among them it is necessary to have the fundamental
generic skills such as literacy and numeracy at a level appropriate to the qualification type. This warrants for curriculum
design approaches to contextualise the form and scope of these fundamental generic skills for supporting both students&rsquo;
learning engagement in the course, as well as the graduate attributes required for employability and to progress within their
chosen profession. Little research is reported in integrating such generic skills into discipline-specific learning outcomes. This
paper explores the literature of the generic skills required for graduates from the discipline of Information Technology (IT) in
relation to an Australian higher education institution. The paper presents the rationale of a proposed Bachelor of IT curriculum
designed to contextualize the learning of these generic skills within the students&rsquo; discipline studies.
Keywords : curriculum, employability, generic skills, graduate attributes, higher education, information technology
Conference Title : ICE 2017 : International Conference on Education
Conference Location : Singapore, Singapore
Conference Dates : January 08-09, 2017

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:11, No:01, 2017

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

1,
 N

o:
01

, 2
01

7 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/5

86
26

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(01) 2017 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/58626.pdf

