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Abstract : Lifelong learning can be described as a system where learning takes place for a person over the course of a lifespan
and comprises formal, non-formal and informal learning to achieve the maximum possible improvement in personal, social, and
vocational life. 21st century is marked with the digital technologies and people need to learn and adapt to new literacies as
part of their lifelong learning. Our current knowledge gap brings to mind several questions: Do people with digital mindsets
have different assumptions about affordances of digital technologies? How do digital mindsets lead language learners use
digital technologies within and beyond classrooms? Does digital literacies have different significance for the learners? The
presentation is based on a study attempted to answer these questions and show the relationship between lifelong learning and
digital literacies. The study was conducted with learners of English language at a state university in Istanbul. The quantitative
data in terms of participants' lifelong learning perception was collected through a lifelong learning scale from 150 students.
Then 5 students with high and 5 with low lifelong learning perception were interviewed. They were questioned about their
personal sense of agency in lifelong learning and how they use digital technologies in their language learning. Therefore, the
qualitative data was analyzed in terms of their knowledge about digital literacies and actual use of it in their personal and
educational life. The results of the study suggest why teaching new literacies are important for lifelong learning and also
suggests implications for language teachers' education and language pedagogy.
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