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Abstract : The dramatic rise in violence against game officials has affected all levels of sports including recreational, amateur,
and professional sports. One way to combat this rise in violence is through the creation of laws specifically aimed at preventing
and punishing this kind of violence. This paper will use related legal cases as a starting point to explore possible ways of better
protecting the safety of game officials. It will do this by looking at relevant cases, related legal issues, and two specific ways of
reducing violence against game officials. In closing, it will be argued that there needs to be a more robust legal approach with
emphasis on criminal and civil penalties for assault and battery, and a more comprehensive social approach with emphasis on
raising social awareness on the need to protect game officials from violence.
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