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Abstract : The 20th Century saw the introduction of many new approaches to music making, including the structured and
academic study of jazz improvisation. The rise of many school and tertiary jazz programs was rapid and quickly spread around
the globe in a matter of decades. It could be said that the curriculum taught in these new programs was often developed in an
ad-hoc manner due to the lack of written literature in this new and rapidly expanding area and the vastly different pedagogical
principles when compared to classical music education that was prevalent in school and tertiary programs. There is widespread
information regarding the theory and techniques used by jazz improvisers, but methods to practice these concepts in order to
achieve the best outcomes for students and teachers is much harder to find. This research project explores the authors’
experiences as a studio jazz piano teacher, ensemble teacher and classroom improvisation lecturer over fifteen years and
suggests an alignment with Bloom’s taxonomy of learning domains. This alignment categorizes the different tasks that need to
be taught and practiced in order for the teacher and the student to devise a well balanced and effective practice routine and
for the teacher to develop an effective teaching program. These techniques have been very useful to the teacher and the
student to ensure that a good balance of cognitive, psychomotor and affective skills are taught to the students in a range of
learning contexts.
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