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Abstract : This paper presents preliminary findings from an on-going study on the use of Internal State Terms (IST) in the
production of narratives of Hindi-English bilinguals in an attempt to identify children at risk for Specific Language Impairment.
Narratives were examined for macrostructure (story structure and story complexity) and internal state terms or mental state
terms (IST/MST). 31 students generated stories based on six pictures that were matched for content and story structure in L1
(Hindi) and L2 (English) using a wordless picture narrative. From 30 sample population, 2 students are at risk of Specific
Language Impairment, according to this study i.e 6.45%. They showed least development in story grammar as well as IST in
both their languages.
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