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Abstract : In a constantly challenging internal security environment, Pakistan is making ways to improvise and respond to the
new variations  in  the  pervasive  phenomenon  of  terrorism.  The  state’s  endeavors  towards  securitizing  terrorism as  an
existential threat are both extensive and intensive which have systematically incorporated both military and non-military
means. Since 2007, the military has been conducting intermittent operations and by 2014 has successfully neutralized the
terrorist  ability  to  target  vital  security  installations  and  security  personal.  The  terrorists  have  responded  by  targeting
communities which are soft targets and extremely vulnerable to organized assaults. Within this context, the study aims to
explain the emerging trends of terrorism in Pakistan, which multi-layered and complex developments are having far-reaching
implications for state and society. With a view to explore the underlining reasons, present trends and ensuing ramifications of
the emerging trends in terrorism, this study would examine the following: First, the historical processes and development of
Terrorism in Pakistan;  secondly the processes of  securitization which include political  consensus,  legal  frameworks and
military operations against the terrorist groups; thirdly , the socio-cultural dimensions and geopolitical influences on the
transforming nature of  sectarian terrorism. The study will  also highlight the grey areas and weak links in the ongoing
securitization process.  Finally,  the  study will  thoroughly  explore  the societal  insecurity  which is  manifested in  internal
displacements, identity crisis and weakening the socio-political fabric of the state.
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