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Abstract : The ‘innovative and creative’ seminal decision of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL) was not welcomed by
academic opinion. The court recognized that terrorism is a crime under international law in times of peace. Scholars widely –
and sometimes aggressively – criticize this conclusion. This article asserts that, while some aspects of the decision of the STL
might be defective, the basic premise, that it is indeed such a crime, is sound. This article delves into the method that the court
used to attain such an outcome and explains why the conclusion of the court is correct, albeit the use of a different method is to
be preferred. It also argues that subsequent developments leave little room to keep arguing that there is no international crime
of terrorism.
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