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Abstract : Timbuktu is one of the eight regions in the present day the Republic of Mali. It flourished as one of the earliest
centres of Islamic learning in West Africa in the eleventh century CE. The famous Islamic centre in Timbuktu is situated in the
Sankore mosque, which is known to be one of the earliest established Islamic University. This centre produced scholars who
were zealous in disseminating Islamic education to different parts of West Africa and beyond. As a result, most of these centres
adopted the Timbuktu pattern of learning. Some of the beneficiaries of this noble activity are Muslim scholars which are
responsible for the establishment of the Sokoto Caliphate in the early nineteenth century. This paper intends to reflect on the
pattern of Islamic education of the Timbuktu scholars and see how it impacted on the Islamic centres of learning established by
these Jihad-scholars who were successful in the establishment of an Islamic state known as the Sokoto Caliphate.
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