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Abstract : Zoonotic Cutaneous Leishmaniasis (ZCL) has been endemic in the Northwestern region of Libya for over nine
decades. Survey of sandfly fauna in the region revealed that 13 species have been recorded with various distribution and
abundance patterns. Phlebotomus papatasi proved to be the main vector of the disease in many areas. To identify sandfly
species present in the Al-Asaba town and determine their spatial and seasonal abundance. An epidemiological analysis of the
data obtained from the recorded cases was also carried out. Sand flies collected from various sites using sticky traps and CDC
miniature light traps during the period from March-November 2006. Recorded ZCL cases were collected from the local Primary
Health Care Department and analysed using SPSS statistical package. Ten species of sandflies were identified, seven belong to
the genus Phlebotomus and three belong to the genus Sergentomyia. P. papatasi was the most abundant species with peak
season recorded in September. The prevalence of the disease was low however; notable increase of ZCL cases in last three
years has been indicated.
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