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Abstract : Language testing is an important part of language teaching experience and language learning process as it presents
assessment strategies for teachers to evaluate the efficiency of teaching and for learners to examine their outcomes. However,
language testing is demanding and challenging because it should provide the opportunity for proper and objective decision. In
addition to all the efforts test designers put to design valid and reliable tests, there are some other determining factors which
are even more complex and complicated. These factors affect the educational system, individuals, and society, and the impact
of the tests vary according to the scope of the test. Seemingly, the impact of a simple classroom assessment is not the same as
that of  high stake tests such as International English Language Testing System (IELTS).  As the importance of  the test
increases, it affects wider domain. Accordingly, the impacts of high stake tests are reflected not only in teaching, learning
strategies but also in society. Testing experts use the term ‘washback’ or ‘impact’ to define the different effects of a test on
teaching, learning, and community. This paper first looks at the theoretical background of ‘washback’ and ‘impact’ in language
testing by reviewing of relevant literature in the field and then investigates washback effects of IELTS test of on Iranian IELTS
teachers and students. The study found significant relationship between the washback effect of IELTS test and teaching
strategies of Iranian IELTS teachers as well as performance of Iranian IELTS candidates and their community.
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