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Abstract : The goal of this paper is to provide educators an overview of international practices supporting young learners,
arming us with adequate information to lead effective change. We will report on research and observations of Service Learning
Projects conducted by one South Texas University. The intent of the paper is also to provide readers an overview of service
learning in the preparation of teacher candidates pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education. The objective of
noting the efficiency and effectiveness of programs leading to literacy and oral fluency in a native language and second
language will be discussed. This paper also highlights experiential learning for academic credit that combines community
service with student learning. Six weeks of visits to a variety of community sites, making personal observations with faculty
members, conducting extensive interviews with parents and key personnel at all sites will be discussed. The culminating
Service Learning Expo will be reported as well.
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