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Abstract : Background: Malawi suffered economic instability, bad weather and massive flooding in the year 2015. A massive
flood in the country, mainly in the southern region lead to damage of agriculture products. As a result, one of the heavily
affected was Zingwangwa, Blantyre. Methods: We interviewed a selected number of houses residing in donor constructed
temporal shelters and those still residing close to the floods prone areas in Zingwangwa, Blantyre. Results: About 67% of the
population insisted that they resided on the land, which was prone to the floods as it belonged to their ancestors and their
staying was part of preserving ancestral values. The remaining 23% of the population demonstrated economic challenges due
to floods that contributed to the damage of their food crops, property and houses. Conclusion: Beliefs can negatively affect
economic life improvement if mindsets are not changed among people in the rural area. Recommendation: Improving natural
resource management, climate and disaster resilience.
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